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JUPITER, Florida (WPEC) -- A construction worker had his hand mauled while working at a big 
cat sanctuary, west of Jupiter, and he lost a thumb in the encounter. 

According to a Florida Fish and Wildlife spokesperson, construction work was being done on the 
site and one of the workers stuck his hand into a cage containing a tiger. That's when the bite 
happened. The worker's hand and/or arm were injured. 

At 1:46 p.m. Palm Beach County Fire Rescue crews responded to reports of an incident at a 
private large-cat breeder's estate near Ranch Colony off Southeast Mack Dairy Road. Firefighters 
found a patient that had suffered a bite injury from a large cat. 

The patient, an adult male, was evaluated and transported to St Mary's Medical Center, but is 
expected to be OK. 
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The owners of the tiger have a private permit to possess the animal, FWC reports. 

The cat is secure in its cage and never escaped. 

FWC reports it has never had issues with this facility, which an FWC spokesman described as 
one of the most up-to-date mini sanctuaries under their regulation. 

The owner is identified as Mario Tabraue in Jupiter Fl, from the privately owned and funded zoo. 

Rules on housing tigers in Florida, from www.fwc.com 

Tigers are considered class I wildlife: 

• The facility shall not be constructed on less than five (5) acres.The property must be 
owned or leased by the applicant. If leased, the lease shall be for a term of not less than 
one year from the date of application and such lease is subject to initial and annual review 
and approval by the FWC as a condition of granting said license. The total facility shall 
not be comprised of more than two (2) parcels of land whether leased, owned or a 
combination of leased or owned parcels. If more than one parcel, the adjacent parcels 
must have a minimum of 100 feet common linear boundary. 

• The facility shall contain a "buffer zone" of not less than 35 feet between the caged 
wildlife and the facility property line. 

• For Class I wildlife, the cages of the facility shall be bounded by a fence not less than 
eight feet in height, constructed of not less than 11 1/2-gauge chain link or strength 
equivalent. For Class II wildlife, the facility shall be bounded by a fence not less than 8 
feet high, or as an alternative, a fence of not less than six feet in height, with a two foot, 
45-degree inward angle overhang. The inward angle fencing and vertical fencing shall be 
constructed of 11 1/2-gauge chain link or strength equivalent. This fencing is to prevent 
the escape from the property of any wildlife that may escape from primary caging. 

Note: Camels, llamas, wild horses, jungle fowl, common guinea fowl and peafowl are 
considered domestic/domesticated species and do not require a permit. Ratites and bison 
possessed for farming purposes do not require a permit. 

Dealers whose sales are limited to poultry, hamsters, guinea pigs, domestic rats and mice, or 
chameleons (Anolis) only do not need a permit. 

Commercial ostrich, emu, rhea, and bison farming operations do not need a permit (exemption 
does not apply to hunting preserves or game farms or animals kept primarily for exhibition in 
zoos, carnivals circuses or for display to the public). 

On a federal level you will need a U.S.D.A. license issued through APHIS (Animal and Plant 
Heath Inspection Service). They will have an inspector come out and see your enclosure prior to 
approval. Through them you will need to keep records of diet, vet care, and have annual 
inspections (also subject to "drop" inspections throughout the year) prior to renewal. They also 
require that your vet make at least biannual visits. The other regulating agency is U.S.D.I. (Dept. 
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of Interior). They require licensing on endangered species only. Not doing any of these will 
guarantee immediate removal and euthanasia of the cat 
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